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to risk (Fig1.pdf). We have no choice but to rethink how we are settling and developing our Coastal Zone 

communities. To respond, LA SAFE hinges on three core ideas:  

1) Land is disappearing; therefore, we have no choice but to resettle communities we cannot fortify;  

2) We cannot survive, let alone thrive, without our working coast. Moreover, that coast cannot 

survive without a robust connection between economic activity and the workforce that drives it. 

To this end, we must retrofit strategically-located vital communities so they may withstand future 

increasing risk; 

3) As land disappears, we must maximize available high-ground territories, incentivizing high-

quality development intended to foster economic and population growth. We must reshape these 

communities to fully maximize their highest and best uses. 

 Through this application, we have proposed the creation of a new program, the LA SAFE Fund. 

The Fund is our mechanism to work with local communities, exchange best available information and 

develop project-based solutions in accordance with the Resettle, Retrofit and Reshape typologies. To 

launch the Fund, we have proposed an initial 10 projects across all three categories. We have also included 

an unprogrammed project request to capitalize the Fund. We believe this is an opportunity to pivot from 

our long-term recovery efforts of the last decade toward a more resilient future, both for Louisiana and, 

as a laboratory, the nation as a whole. 
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